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Meeting Details

VFWDC General Meeting Details & Venue

The club meets on the first Wednesday of each month at 7.30 PM with the following
exceptions:

No meeting at Club Noble in January.

Club Noble Address

Blue and Gold Room e
Club Noble

46-56 Moodemere Street

Noble Park

Melways ref: 89 D4

Next club meeting is on 6" May (Wednesday) 7:30 pm at Club Noble.



Club Commiittee

General Committee

President Neville Van Leeuwen president@vfwdc.com
Vice President Ken Kilby vicepres@viwdc.com
r Secretary ’ Steve Miller ' secretary@vfwdc.com 1
Treasurer Ly Ho treasurer@vfwdc.com
et commives

Support Positions to Committee

Trip Coordinator Ken Kilby trips@vfwdc.com
Magazine Editor Sushant Aggarwal editor@vfwdc.com
Association Delegate Dennis Alphonsus delegate@vfwdc.com
| General Committee | Andy McCarthy | |
supporpostions oCommives

Web Manager Alec Downs - web@vfwdc.com
Training officer  Phillip Griffith
Merchandise Suzy Whitford . merchandise@vfwdc.com

Club Details

- Registered Name Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club
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Correspondence 3
- PO Box 778 Dandenong VIC 3175
Address i
Email secretary@vfwdc.com
Website www.vfwdc.com

The Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club is an affiliated club of Four Wheel Drive Victoria -

www.fwdvictoria.org.au
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President’s Report

Hi All

While we have been experiencing unseasonally warm weather recently, | hope people have had
the opportunity to take advantage and get out on the tracks. With Winter now fast
approaching we are preparing for the different activities we can enjoy this time of the year.

After the Kings Birthday we can expect many track closures so take the opportunity in May if
you can get out one more time. We will share the seasonally closed tracks when we receive
them.

Next month permits for Mt Skene should become available. As always, we will be looking for
members to run this popular trip. We will share details on how to complete the Permit at the
upcoming meeting. This Permit allows us to travel on the seasonally closed Jamieson-Licola
Road over Mt Skene. Hope we see good snow levels this year.

We are also running our Christmas in July at Upper Yarra Reserve on 04/07/26.

Please see further details in the magazine to book your site (small fee). The club will be putting
dinner on again; this is always a great social weekend with plenty of food and laughs around
the campfire. Please sign up if you are coming so we can cater accordingly.

| recently took the family to Snakes Reserve in Knockwood and travelled over both the
Thompson Dam and Lake Eildon; | was surprised how low both have dropped. Below is a photo

of the Dam. Looking forward to a wet winter.

Neville Van Leeuwen
VFWDC President

president@vfwdc.com
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Meeting Minutes

VFWDC General Meeting Minutes

Date: 1 April 2026
Time: 7:30 pm — 8:26 pm
Location: Club Noble
Next Meeting: 7:30pm Wednesday 6" May 2026

Topic Discussion and Outcomes Speaker
Welcome to the April 2026 club meeting
. Apologies: Dennis, Bruce, Daisy, Marc, Sushant, Alec .
0] Meet Nevill
pen Meeting Club informed that the Raffle for Free Fuel was an April Fools Day evite
joke and not a real raffle.
Minutes from previous meeting accepted:
Minutes from o Accepted: Anne
previous months o Seconded: Andy Neville
club meeting Matters arising from previous minutes for the club meeting on the
04/03/2026: Nil
Requests have been sent to various parties ... awaiting responses.
Guests Steve Hobbs from Tiple A Suspension tentatively scheduled for May Neville
Meeting (Organised by Sally Higgs)
Correspondence: Neville
Correspondence Neville picked up mail from PO, nothing of importance
x3 request for member requirements this week - Yet to respond Steven M
As per written report from Ly Ho — Written report will be in next issue
of the club’s magazine.
Report for March 2026:
Treasurer’s = Closing cash position $2,609.83
= Closing consolidated position $11,396.06 Ly
Report - . .
o No matters arising from Financial Report.
o Motion to accept February 2026 Treasurer ‘s Report:
= Accepted: Alan
= Seconded: Brett
Association Dennis away. Neville

News

Queries have been sent to FWDV ... no responses received yet




Meeting Minutes

VFWDC General Meeting Minutes

Date: 1 April 2026
Time: 7:30 pm — 8:26 pm
Location: Club Noble
Next Meeting: 7:30pm Wednesday 6" May 2026

Topic

Discussion and Outcomes

Speaker

Upcoming Trips

08/04/2026 —Trip to Knockwood — Trip Leader Neville (Not an official
trip but anyone welcome)

Deferred due to fuel concerns ... date TBA ... Border Track

Trip — Trip Leader Stuart — Mildura, follow the old mail route, camp at
Murry River, Pinnaburra (Mallee Highway, One way section), Western
Highway — No Dogs permitted

Deferred due to fuel concerns ... date TBA - Buchans Caves, Haunted
Stream Trip — Trip Leader: Neville

Date TBA - Driver Training at Merringtons.

Date TBA (June or July) - Trip Leader Training — Training by Sally

2026 Cape York leaving King’s birthday 2026, returning August 2026.
Trip Leader: Bruce Dunlop. Approx 13,000km

Date TBA (August) - VFWDC Stand at 4x4 show — x12 volunteers
minimum needed for club stand for 3 days (4 volunteers to date, more
urgently needed). Volunteering includes free pass to enter event (Not
including parking).

o  ****Dennis to notify FWDV that we wish to have a stand at the
4x4 show ****

Upcoming Trips

Intermission

Intermission 7:48pm to 8:12pm

Intermission

Merchandise

Some anniversary shirts, stickers and other items still available
Some of the new hoodies are still available - $70 each

Merchandise

General New brochures have been printed. Copies up the back of the meeting .
. General Business
Business room for anyone to look at or take.
. Invitation to everyone to submit anything of interest relating to .
Magazine y y g g Magazine

camping/four-wheel driving/vehicles/trips ... Send through to Sushant




Meeting Minutes

VFWDC General Meeting Minutes

Date: 1 April 2026
Time: 7:30 pm — 8:26 pm
Location: Club Noble
Next Meeting: 7:30pm Wednesday 6" May 2026

Topic Discussion and Outcomes Speaker
. March 2026 Portland Dune Buggy Club —report by Stephen Card (with
additional commentary by Ken). Sand dune driving, fishing, vehicle
recoveries. On the last night the Aura Australis was visible from camp.
See trip reportin club magazine. Have to become a temporary
member of the Dune Buggy Club for $80. X2 good condition,
operational toilets at camp site. See club magazine for full trip report. Stephen
Trip Reports
rip Repor ° 07/03/2026 — Noogee day trip report by Neville, Visited Noogee, Water
Fall, Trestle Bridge. Lunch at Noogee Pub Poplars camp site was seen
to be crammed full of campers. Returned to Noggee Pub for 15t aid for
bee sting. See club magazine for full trip report.
° Trip Report postponed to May club meeting — Trip report for 27 March
— Little O’Tooles, Camp Ground - Trip Leader: Sushant
Web Site . No updates ... Apologies from Alec Alec
Prizes:
1. First Prize
1. Tablet Holder
Raffle 2. Or...Seat Covers Neville
2. Snake Bite 15t Aid Kit and Cookbook
3. Cap, Stubbie Holder, Stickers
Next G L
eXtEenerat 1y Club Noble - Wednesday 06/05/2026, 7:30pm Neville
Meeting
Meeting Close ° 8:26 pm Neville




Treasurer’s Report

Bringing Four Wheel Drivers Together Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
\\U ﬂﬂlll www.viwdc.com

Treasurer’s Report
March 2026

Cheque A/C" Opening Balance as at 01/03/2026 $2,862.87

Add: Raffle $122.85

Merchandise Sales $78.00

Less: Catering Costs -$20.90

P.O Box Fees -$249.00

Printing and Reproduction (Brochures) -$183.99
Closing Balance as at 31/03/2026 $2,609.83

Term DepositOpening Balance as at 01/03/2026 $8,736.23
Closing Balance as at 31/03/2026 $8,736.23

Petty Cash Opening Balance as at 01/03/2026 $50.00
Closing Balance as at 31/03/2026 $50.00
Consolidated Closing Cash Position $11,396.06




General Notices

1. DRIVER TRAINING: Driver training has been postponed due to certifications
issues. New date will be advised later.

2. CLUB RENEWAL FEE: Club renewal fee will remain unchanged for the upcoming
financial year (starts 1-Jul-2026).

a) Following are membership fee, due for the upcoming financial year:

* Single - $87
*  Family/Couple - $97
* Silver-$57

b) Payment details are in the membership form (also mentioned on next
page in magazine) : https://vfwdc.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/09/Membership-Form-2025.pdf

c) You must be a paid member to participate in the snow trips

d) Discount Offer: The club is offering a discount of $5 off your membership
for each trip. you have organized and run since March 1st, 2025, up to a
maximum of $20 per couple. Please mention any trips you have led when

you reply.

3. CHRISTMAS IN JULY: Christmas in July to be on Saturday 4-Jul-2026 at Upper
Yarra Reservoir

a) Camping fees applicable if staying overnight

b) Book camping slots early as it can get very busy. Rates are $17 per night
for up to 6 campers per site.
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Club Membership

Please visit our website at VFWDC.com to view all our current membership forms and club
policies.

For all new and renewal of memberships, please complete the online form here

If you are looking for a Temporary Membership, please complete the online form, which can be
found here.

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us via the Club Secretary on
secretary@vfwdc.com

Payments:

Payment can be made via Bank Transfer. The details are as follows:
Account Name: Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club Inc
BSB: 633108
Account No: 111761979

Please ensure your transfer includes your name as provided on the membership application and
renewal form in the reference.

Once you have made your payment/transfer, please send your completed membership
application and renewal form to treasurer@vfwdc.com or you can present it to the Treasurer at

any general meeting.

Thank you for choosing the Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club

If you are interested in joining Club Noble where we hold our monthly
meetings, their application form can be found here.
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Club Calendar

May 2026
Wednesday 6t General Club Meeting 7:30 pm
Wednesday 20t Committee Meeting

Wednesday 3

General Club Meeting

7:30 pm

Monday 8t (King’s B’day)

Cape York (returning August)

Bruce Dunlop

Wednesday 17t

July 2026

Committee Meeting

Wednesday 1

General Club Meeting

7:30 pm

Saturday 4t

Christmas in July (at Upper Yarra

Reservoir)
Book camping slots early

Wednesday 15t

Committee Meeting

More upcoming trips / events:

1. Driver’s Training at Merringtons

2. Trip Leader Training — Training by Sally

3. VFWDC Stand at 4x4 show (August) —12 volunteers needed



Track Classification

Four Wheel Drive Victoria have a track grading classification scale which has been developed to

assist in advising Trip Leaders and participants on 4WD trips of the type of tracks that they can
expect to encounter. On most trips participants can expect that a variety of tracks will be
traversed each with an appropriate rating. Trip Leaders should advise participants of the range

of track ratings expected to be encountered on the planned route. The following classifications

will assist in determining an overall Trip Rating:

Considerations

Overall
Description

Advisory Sign

Expected terrain
and track
conditions

Vehicle suitability

Recovery
equipment

Driver Training /
Experience

Weather

Easy

All Wheel Drive and

High Range 4WD
Novice Drivers

Medium Difficult Very Difficult
Significant Low

range 4WD with Low range 4WD
standard 4WD with High ground
ground clearance. clearance.

Should have 4WD Experienced Drivers
driver training

Mainly High range
4WD but Low range
required. Some
4WD experience
recommended

Mostly unsealed
roads with no

obstacles and minor

gradients.

All wheel Drive and

High Range 4WD.
Can be low
clearance with
single range and
road tyres.

Suitable for novice
drivers.

May be difficult in
wet conditions

EASY meoium || pirricurt|| VERY
DIFFICULT
Tracks with some Tracks with frequent

steep and/or Tracks with frequent very steep and/or
e steep and/or o s

e 2 p .

rocky/shpperylsandy rocky/skppery/sandy rocky/shppery sandy

sections. May have . : sections. May have
sections. Possible

shallow water : difficult river
water crossings

crossings crossings.
Suitable for medium Suitable for medium Stutabie for hagh
clearance vehicles

clearance vehicles to high clearance
with dual range and vehicles with dual
all terrain orroad  range and all terrain

with dual range and
tyres suitable for the
terrain. (Mud Terrain

tyres. tyres. oo
Recovery Winch / Recovery
equipment required. equipment required.
Drivers with
extensive

experience and

Recommended that Recommended for :
advanced training

drivers have drivers with
3 should only attempt
experience or 4WD reasonable
g : as there are several
training. experience or 4WD

technical
challenges.
Recommended to
be done in groups
of four or more
vehicles.

Will be more difficult Will be more difficult Will be more difficult
in wet conditions.  in wet conditions in wet conditions.

Recommended to  training. To be done
be done in groups  in groups of
of vehicles. vehicles.
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Trip Report

Little O’Tooles Camping Trip — March 2026

Report by Sushant

1. Sushant — Hilux (Trip Leader)
2. Alec & Alec’s son (Alistair) - Triton

Tracks:

1. Merrington’s Tk

2. STk

3. One Spec Tk

4. Dry Gully North Tk (U-turned!)
5. Dry Gully Tk

6. Fulton's Creek Tk

| had been wanting to lead a trip for a while, and Little O’Tooles Campground had
always been on my list. My first proper camping experience was during the club’s
Driver’s Training in March 2024, and | had been hooked ever since. | had been
meaning to get back to the Walhalla area, but somehow the opportunity never
came up.

Adding to that, Little O’Tooles had been closed due to vandalism. | assumed we
would have to camp at Merrington’s, but on a whim | called DEECA and found out it
was open again. That was all the encouragement | needed to get the trip rolling.

| planned the route using Memory Maps, Hema Vic High Country, and Newtracs.
The goal was simple: include some fun, moderately challenging tracks without
pushing into anything too extreme. Being my first time leading, getting everyone
home safe was the priority. The trip leader training gave me a good checklist,
especially around fuel range and recovery planning, which helped build confidence.



Trip Report

Even before we started, the trip had a few curveballs. Diesel prices had jumped to
$3.10, and there were reports of shortages in regional areas. On top of that, severe
weather was forecast for the morning of departure. Then came the late
cancellations, leaving just two vehicles, Alec and me. Not ideal. | had always said |
would not run a trip with fewer than three cars.

Bureau of Meteorology Issued at 27 Mar 9:45 am AEDT
SEVERE WEATHER WARNING
for damaging winds and heavy rainfall
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But after a quick exchange, neither of us was keen to call it off. We decided to
proceed, making sure we had satellite communication active and Neville lined up as
our ground charlie.

We met at BP Officer around 5 pm on Friday and headed out via Princes Highway to
Moe, then onto Moe-Walhalla Road toward Thompson Dam. We stopped briefly at
the dam, where the water level was noticeably low, before continuing on. As soon
as we hit Walhalla Road beyond the dam, the surface changed and it was time to air
down.



Trip Report

We turned onto Merrington’s Track, which felt more like a 2WD dirt road, and
cruised past the campground, Junction Hut, and Jorgenson’s Hut before joining
Donnelly’s Creek Road. By now it was getting dark, but a few more kilometers and
we rolled into Little O’Tooles Campground.

We arrived in the dark to find one other group already set up, along with a very
enthusiastic dog that made sure we were properly welcomed. We got camp sorted
quickly, lit the fire, and talked through plans for the next day before calling it a night.

Morning brought light drizzle and a mix of excitement and nerves. This was going to
be the main driving day, and my first time leading in proper conditions. We checked
our gear, both vehicles well equipped with winches, Maxtrax, and recovery kits, and
headed out.

First up was S Track. Having driven it during training, we had some familiarity, but it
felt very different with just the two of us. The track started with a solid climb, a
great warm-up for low range driving. The recent weather had left its mark, with
fallen branches and low-hanging limbs forcing careful navigation. The surface was
wet but not overly slippery, making it a really enjoyable challenge.



Trip Report

From there we moved onto One Speck Track, which added a few steeper sections to
keep things interesting. Partway through, we encountered a group of oncoming
bikers and paused to let them pass before continuing.

We then linked into Dry Gully Track and made our way to Binns Road. The plan from
there was to take Fultons Creek Track back toward camp. It took a couple of
attempts to find the right turn due to differences between map names and signage,
but we eventually got onto it.

Almost immediately, we were met by a group of riders who told us there was a
major biking event underway, with around 700 riders coming through Fultons Creek.
Waiting that out was clearly not an option, so plans had to change.

We briefly tried to find Army Track as an alternative but missed the turn and
decided to regroup. From there, we continued along a different section of Fultons
Creek. Initially it was manageable, but things escalated quickly.



Trip Report

The track turned into a steep descent with loose, freshly graded soil. Both vehicles
were sliding at points, and it felt steeper than anything | had driven before, even
compared to Blue Rag or Billy Goat. It was the first time | was really relying on
controlled braking techniques (driving through brakes) from training, but even then,
gravity had the upper hand. Definitely a heart-racing section.

At Dry Gully North Track, we decided to give it a go. The entry showed deep ruts,
but still looked within reach. A short way in, | lost traction and got stuck in the ruts,
with the vehicle uncomfortably close to the bank. Reversing out was tense, with
very little margin for error, but with careful spotting from Alec and a steady
approach, | managed to get out clean.

That was enough to call it. We turned back.

Going back up the same loose descent did not seem like a good option, so we
committed to continuing forward on Fultons Creek. After a few river crossings and
more steep sections, including one retry for Alec on a climb, we eventually reached
Dry Gully Track and then Binns Road, completing a full loop back toward camp.

Rolling back into camp felt like a win. It had been far more intense than planned, but
also incredibly rewarding. We got the fire going again, replayed the day’s highlights,
and settled in as light rain returned.

The next morning was relaxed. We packed up after breakfast and made our way
back to Melbourne.Despite all the curveballs, fuel prices, weather, and last-minute
changes, it turned out to be a fantastic trip. Huge thanks to Alec for sticking it out
and making it such a memorable experience.

Looking forward to getting back out there again in the Walhalla and Aberfeldy area.
Cheers!
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We need your help
on and off tllﬂ tracks
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If you have some spare time

please consider joining the committee.

Your club needs you— do it for your club!

Contact your Committee...
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