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Meeting Details

VFWDC General Meeting Details & Venue

The club meets on the first Wednesday of each month at 7.30 PM with the following 

exceptions:

No meeting at Club Noble in January.

Club Noble Address

Blue and Gold Room

Club Noble

46-56 Moodemere Street

Noble Park

Next club meeting is on 2nd September (Wednesday) 7:30 pm at Club Noble.



2025 - 2026

President Neville Van Leeuwen president@vfwdc.com

Vice President Ken Kilby vicepres@vfwdc.com

Secretary Steve Miller secretary@vfwdc.com

Treasurer Ly Ho treasurer@vfwdc.com

General Committee

Trip Coordinator Ken Kilby trips@vfwdc.com

Magazine Editor Sushant Aggarwal editor@vfwdc.com

Association Delegate Dennis Alphonsus delegate@vfwdc.com

General Committee Andy McCarthy

General Committee Steve Dishon 

Support Positions to Committee

Web Manager Alec Downs web@vfwdc.com

Training officer Phillip Griffith

Merchandise Suzy Whitford merchandise@vfwdc.com

Club Details

Registered Name Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club

Registration Number A002184F

Correspondence 

Address
PO Box 778 Dandenong VIC 3175

Email secretary@vfwdc.com

Website www.vfwdc.com

The Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club is an affiliated club of Four Wheel Drive Victoria -

www.fwdvictoria.org.au
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President’s Report

Hi All

Our recent AGM was successful night with all positions filled (by the same 

previous serving members). Thanks again to all on the committee for 

staying on as well as to Steve Dishon for coming on as a general 

committee member. Also a big thanks to all the other members that help 

in the back-ground or just regularly attend, you make this club a great 

place to be a part of.

Several members also went home from the AGM with some great ARB 

prizes.

We are now focusing on the year ahead to ensure we have a good variety 

of trips and activities. As always if you want to go somewhere new or 

want help planning a trip, please reach out to Ken – “Trips Co-ordinator” 

or any other committee member who will be happy to help you.

We are also still working on our November Offsite meeting and our 

Christmas breakup so please look out for details of these.

I recently ran a Mt Skene Snow Trip, while the snow was in short supply it 

was great to get into the outdoors with a great group of people. 

I’m looking forward to the year ahead.

Neville Van Leeuwen

VFWDC President

president@vfwdc.com

M: 0472 680 482



Meeting Minutes

VFWDC General Meeting Minutes

Date: 5 August 2026

Time: 7:30 pm – 8:28 pm

Location: Club Noble

Next Meeting: 7:30pm Wednesday 2nd September 2026

Topic Discussion and Outcomes Speaker

Open Meeting
• Welcome to the August 2026 club meeting
• Apologies: Bruce Dunlop, Anne and Alan, Stuart and Maree, Sushant, 

Andy, Mark Kochan, Michael Scopel
Neville

Minutes from 
previous months 

club meeting

• Minutes from previous meeting accepted:
o Accepted: Sally
o Seconded: Steve D

• Matters arising from previous minutes for the club meeting on the 
01/07/2026: Nil

Neville

Guests • Nil Neville

Correspondence
• ABC Black Road looking for participants/volunteers for late 

September 2026 in NSW.
Steven M

Treasurer’s 
Report

• As per written report from Ly Ho – Written report will be in next issue 
of the club’s magazine. 

• Report for July 2026: 
▪ Closing cash position $2,670.01
▪ Closing consolidated position $11,543.84

o No matters arising from Financial Report.
o Motion to accept July 2026 Treasurer ‘s Report:

▪ Accepted:  Andre
▪ Seconded: Audre

• Club fees are remaining the same despite association fees rising to 
$62 per head.

• FYI … to participate in the Mt Skene snow trips, participants must be 
fully paid up members.

Ly

Association 
News

• No news this week … Neville



Meeting Minutes

VFWDC General Meeting Minutes

Date: 5 August 2026

Time: 7:30 pm – 8:28 pm

Location: Club Noble

Next Meeting: 7:30pm Wednesday 2nd September 2026

Topic Discussion and Outcomes Speaker

Upcoming Trips

• 08/08/2026 Mt Skene snow trip #1 – Trip Leader is Andre. (Dogs not 
permitted in National Park)  - spots still available

• 22/08/2026 Mt Skene snow trip #2 – Trip Leader is Neville. (Dogs not 
permitted in National Park) – spots available

• 23rd & 24th August 2026 - 4x4 show 
• Date TBA - Driver Training at Merringtons.
• Date TBA - Trip Leader Training – Training by Sally
• Date TBA  - Trip to Portland
• Date TBA – Buchan Caves
Contact the Trip Co-ordinator for more information or to put forward 
proposals.

Neville

Trip Reports

• Christmas in July went well, some rain early on but cleared up for the 
afternoon. Plenty of food including Christmas Pudding, and mull 
wine. Really great evening.

• Cape York trip is on going. The group has made it to the tip. Everyone 
enjoying the trip so far.

Neville

General 
Business

• Nil Neville

Merchandise
• Usual items available including hoodies … sample modelled by 

Neville
Suzy

Intermission • 7:45 pm to 8:08pm

Annual General 
Meeting (AGM)

• See separate 2026 AGM Minutes – 8:08pm to 8:19pm Sally

General Club 
Meeting

• General Club meeting resumed at 8:20pm

Raffle Raffle Prizes:

1. Bushranger Snatch Strap
2. Recovery Ring
3. ARB Table

Neville

Next General 
Meeting 

• The next general  club meeting will be at Club Noble - Wednesday 
02/09/2026 @ 7:30pm

Neville

Meeting Close • 8:28pm Neville



Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer’s Report
July 2026

Cheque A/C`Opening Balance as at 01/07/2026 $3,866.42

Add:Membership Fees $910.00
Raffle $73.00

Less:Association Fees -$1,860.00
Catering Costs -$270.57
Web Hosting -$48.84
Closing Balance as at 31/07/2026 $2,670.01

Term DepositOpening Balance as at 01/07/2026 $8,823.83

Closing Balance as at 31/07/2026 $8,823.83
Petty CashOpening Balance as at 01/07/2026 $50.00

Closing Balance as at 31/07/2026 $50.00
Consolidated Closing Cash Position $11,543.84



General Notices

1. DRIVER TRAINING: Driver training has been postponed due to certifications 
issues. New date will be advised later.

2. CLUB RENEWAL FEE: Club renewal fee will remain unchanged for the upcoming 
financial year (starts 1-Jul-2026). 

a) Following are membership fee, due for the upcoming financial year:

• Single - $87

• Family/Couple - $97

• Silver - $57

b) New Member Form: https://vfwdc.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/09/Membership-Form-2025.pdf

• Not sure about how to join the club? Refer to this page: 
https://vfwdc.com/membership/#Join

c) Existing Member Renewal Form: https://vfwdc.com/membership-
renew/ 

d) Payment details are in the membership form (also mentioned on next 
page in magazine)

e) You must be a paid member to participate in the snow trips

f) Discount Offer: The club is offering a discount of $5 off your membership 
for each trip. you have organized and run since July 1st, 2025, up to a 
maximum of $20 per couple. Please mention any trips you have led when 
you reply.
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Club Membership

Please visit our website at VFWDC.com to view all our current membership forms and club 

policies.

For all new and renewal of memberships, please complete the online form here

If you are looking for a Temporary Membership, please complete the online form, which can be 

found here.

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us via the Club Secretary on 

secretary@vfwdc.com

Payments:

Payment can be made via Bank Transfer. The details are as follows:

————

    Account Name: Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club Inc

    BSB:   633108

    Account No: 111761979

Please ensure your transfer includes your name as provided on the membership application and 

renewal form in the reference.

Once you have made your payment/transfer, please send your completed membership 

application and renewal form to treasurer@vfwdc.com or you can present it to the Treasurer at 

any general meeting.

Thank you for choosing the Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club

If you are interested in joining Club Noble where we hold our monthly

meetings, their application form can be found here.
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September 2026

Wednesday 2nd     General Club Meeting 7:30 pm

Saturday 12th  Lerderderg exploration day trip Ly

Wednesday 16th  Committee Meeting

October 2026

Wednesday 7th      General Club Meeting 7:30 pm

Wednesday 21st   Committee Meeting

Club Calendar

More upcoming trips / events:

1. Date TBA - Trip Leader Training – Training by Sally

2. Date TBA  - Trip to Portland



Four Wheel Drive Victoria have a track grading classification scale which has been developed to 

assist in advising Trip Leaders and participants on 4WD trips of the type of tracks that they can 

expect to encounter. On most trips participants can expect that a variety of tracks will be 

traversed each with an appropriate rating. Trip Leaders should advise participants of the range 

of track ratings expected to be encountered on the planned route. The following classifications 

will assist in determining an overall Trip Rating: 

Track Classification
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Trip Report

Cape 2026

- by Bruce Dunlop

So our hardy group have all arrived and we are set to:
1. Macca in a LC 200,
2. Andy in a Mits Challenger,
3. Frank in a Triton,
4. Anne and Allan in Prado,
5. and yours truly in GQ Patrol,

I decide that not enough time was spent in Mildura so the Radiatorgoes kaboom,  
48 hours later we are finally on the way

So Burra and a tiddly oggie or two may have been consumed, this trip is not on 
Weight Watchers things to do list for sure!

Flinders Ranges is the next stop, few days here and much admiring of the ever-
changing colors and vastness of the  outback, a feed at the Road Kill hotel and we 
are set for the next phase.

Farina great stop a $1,000 loaf of bread if you add fuel etc. and another pie tasting ,
Marree is the next stop and its book a flight over the very full Lake Eyre, many locals 
mention its fuller that 1975 , an awesome sight.

However, the weather has shut Birdsville so left turn and we go Oodnadatta, scones 
at Coward Spring of course, Nifgt at the Pink Roadhouse is a must.

Quick road and vehicle appreciation has us having the convoy, Three go Mt Dare and 
Dalhousie for a swim and Two go left directly to Marla, just as well it rains and the 
track is shut later that day.

Any hoot it's a meeting of the willing and great unwashed at Lambert Centre, yes all 
of Australia was around us!

Back to Kulgera Roadhouse, a slight delay in the stop as World Cup game was on so 
the round ball game won.

Uluru is next stop, and no names no pack drill as they say, but Mt Conner was called 
early on two way of "we made it“.



Trip Report

Alice Springs in next stop, two days RnR shopping etc before heading north.

Devils Marbles.

Renner Springs.

Daly Waters.

Needless to say, the sing a long was done with much gusto and I'm still not sure who 
Alice is??

Slight mechanical issue with a member of the convey, rear diff seal so it's a trip to 
Katherine to a recommended mechanic.

Again, job done, head south now and Bitter Springs at Mataranka and pool noodles 
floating time.

Daly Waters again, frequent flyer points here and Tim the owner is on someone's 
Christmas card list.

Turn left and its Hells Gate Roadhouse after a day or two.

The local singing sensation was not there the night we were, the entertainment 
provided was a mix of many varied assault on the senses so early night and ear 
plugs,( Guantanamo Bay  could use that in some form!)

Lawn Hill NP, Great spot was Adels Grove just outside river swimming, happy hour 
food truck.

Mt Isa for more replenishment etc.

Julia Creek picture may have been airbrushed as it looked nothing like it, any hoot 
tick on the list done.

Undara Caves again a great stop, water in caves full, so wading depth varied,

Atherton Tablelands for 5  days car serviced.

Start the Tip part, your intrepid author had to fly back to Melbourne for family 
wedding so missed  Cooktown, Daintree, CREB, Bloomfield etc.

Meeting back in Bramwell Roadhouse it Southern Leg of OTT

Names that have been looked at over many years of YouTube.

Palm Creek

Dulcie Creek

Nth Sth Alice



Trip Report

Gunshot, and don.t leave window down!



Trip Report

Cockatoo. Tick done.

Bolt to the ferry now and its ten days of beach relaxation, day trips to Thursday, 
Horn Islands etc. One could almost get tired of the Sunset photos, 



Trip Report

Punsard and Loyalty Beach helicopter rides over the tip. Beach Drives.

Eliot  Falls and the Nth OTT call , not 
even Nolans was  a challenge

Then the trip south 

81 days 

15,0000 odd km

2,000 + liters of fuel!



Upcoming Trips

DESTINATION  Lerderderg exploration day trip

LEADER/CONTACT NO.
NAME: Ly  

MOB: 0433387811

DATE
Saturday 12th Sep

MEETING PLACE / TIME 9:00am – McDonalds Bacchus Marsh

GRADE 

Please adhere to new trip 

classifications                

WET: Medium

DRY: Easy/Medium

TRIP ACTIVITY DETAILS

Explore the Lerderderg State Park within a day and get home before dark.  
Meetup up at Maccas then head to the Lerderderg 4WD Training Ground.  
Air down there and have a play there.  After that head to the XL Mine, then 
make way up to Nolans Creek Picinic Area for morning tea or lunch.

From there we’ll consult the maps and figure where to go next!

Rough itinerary here: 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/c1KMneuzzmiBdJLZ8?g_st=ac

VEHICLE LIMITS 
MINIMUM: 2

MAXIMUM: 8

APPROX KMS 

Meeting place to destination
10km

LAST AVAILABLE FUEL 
PETROL: Bacchus Marsh

DIESEL:  Bacchus Marsh

DISTANCE BETWEEN SUPPLIES
15km.  It’s a day trip

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED - Self recovery gear

- Bring snacks and lunch

MAPS REQUIRED - Google maps

- Meridian Lerderderg & Werribee Gorges Map

RADIO CHANNEL CB / UHF 12

DOG FRIENDLY?           YES/NO Yes – State Park

PROPOSED CLUB TRIP DATA FORM

PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED:
1. Plan your trip. In particular: meeting point destination, trip grading, trip details, fuel information, camping arrangements. 

If a trip is classified as Dog Friendly, it is the responsibility of the Trip Leader to ensure the trip does not enter areas that 
do not allow dogs.

2. Complete a “PROPOSED CLUB TRIP” form.
3. Pass the form on to the President or Events Coordinator, either in hard copy format or electronically, for approval at the 

next Committee Meeting.  When approved, the Trip Leader will be notified, and the trip included in the Club Calendar. 
Also ensure copy passed to Newsletter Editor for inclusion in calendar and Forthcoming Trip Section.

https://maps.app.goo.gl/c1KMneuzzmiBdJLZ8?g_st=ac




VFWDC Magazine


